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Fee Agreement

I (We) hereby agree to retain Brant & Associates, P.C. as my (our) counsel to represent me (us) in a Chapter 13 Bankruptcy case.  

Legal Fee

The legal fee of Brant & Associates, P.C. for the Chapter 13 Bankruptcy is as follows: 

a)
Filing Fee to Bankruptcy Court plus costs ($374.00) 

b)
Attorney Fee required to be paid prior to the filing of the case; No less than $300.00.
c)
Attorney Fees to be paid through plan: $2,800.00 

Client(s) agrees to pay a flat legal fee of $3,100.00 plus the filing fee and costs of $674.00.  

Client(s) agrees to pay a retainer of $674.00 at the time of the signing of this Fee Agreement, the balance of $2,800.00 will be incorporated into the Chapter 13 plan.   The Flat Fee covers all services required for a routine Chapter 13 bankruptcy case.   In the unusual event your case requires additional services not normally required in a routine Chapter 13 bankruptcy case (such as defending complaints objecting to your discharge or the discharge of certain debts, objections to your claimed exemptions, defending requests by creditors to repossess property, removing attachments, or any matter requiring a hearing before a judge), you will be charged additional legal fees as described below.   Client(s) will be given advance notice if the client will be charged additional fees.  
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Retainer

I (We) hereby agree to provide Brant & Associates, P.C. with a retainer of $674.00 to commence work on my (our) behalf.  No work will be undertaken on your case unless/until you have paid your retainer.  No filing will take place unless/until you have paid your flat fee in full.

Additional Fees

Services not included in the standard fee set forth above are as follows:

Hourly Rate

Hourly Rate:  Attorney charges $175.00 per hour for any services not included in the Flat Fee.  

The hourly rates in all matters to which they apply are as follows:

Attorney





$175.00/hour

Paralegal





$95.00/hour

Undisclosed and/or Changes to Financial Information

We file your petition based on the information provided by you in your questionnaire.  If you have failed to disclose all pertinent financial information and/or that pertinent information changes after the initial filing, we will charge you on an hourly basis to amend the petition to reflect the necessary changes.
Negotiations

If you wish us to negotiate with any Creditors, those negotiations will be billed for on an hourly basis.   

Motions to Avoid Liens

The fee to avoid judicial liens of nonpurchase money nonpossessory liens is $150.00.

Dischargeability Litigation

A creditor may object to the discharge of its debt or to discharge in 
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general.  The time required to litigate those matters is difficult to predict.  
Consequently, Brant & Associates, P.C. will quote a retainer in advance of any such litigation and time will be billed on an hourly basis along with costs expended unless the parties agree upon a flat fee arrangement.

Continued Meetings of Creditors and Motions to Dismiss for Missing the Meeting of the Creditors

To the extent that more than one meeting is required or to the extent that continuances or court appearances are needed as a result of a failure to appear, additional payment will be required.  The fee for a second meeting date is $165.00 and for representation at a motion to dismiss for missing the meeting is $330.00.

License Restoration

Our fee for license restoration is $250.00 in addition to any license restoration fee required by the appropriate state agency.

Re-Affirmation Agreements

Our fee for receipt of re-affirmation agreement(s) and review with client, submission, and recommendations is $50.00 per agreement. 

Amended Petition/Schedules 

Our fee for preparation of an amendment to a Petition/Schedule is $100.00 per amendment.   The filing fee is $26.00 per amendment.  

Miscellaneous Litigation

Not all actions by creditors or trustees are predictable.  Consequently, fees for legal actions not discussed above will be determined on a case-by-case basis.

Conversion To A Chapter 7 Bankruptcy

This Agreement relates to Chapter 13 proceedings only.  Any conversion to a Chapter 7 bankruptcy will render this Agreement null and void.  In the event of such a conversion, the parties will thereafter need to enter into a new agreement setting forth the fees for the Chapter 7, proceeding.  In the absence of such an agreement, I (We) understand that Brant & Associates, P.C. possesses the right to seek a withdrawal as counsel.
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Additional Costs/Expenses

Client(s) is responsible for paying all additional costs/expenses.  Costs/expenses   include but are not limited to filing fees, conversion fees, postage, photocopying costs, transportation costs, research costs, consultant’s fees, expert witness fees, telephone charges, title report costs, credit report(s), and transcription costs. Client(s) is responsible for any increase in filing fees that may be imposed by the court.  These costs must be paid in full within thirty (30) days of invoice date.  Failure to pay the invoice in full will result in withdrawal from representation at the option of the firm.
Invoice
I (We) understand that I (We) will be invoiced on a monthly basis for both fees and costs/expenses.  I (We) agree to pay in full the invoice within 

thirty (30) days of my (our) receipt of said invoice. 
Nonrefundability of Retainer

Any retainer filed is not refundable either before or after the bankruptcy petition is filed.
Complete Agreement

This Agreement constitutes the complete agreement among the parties.  It may be modified only by a subsequent written document signed by me (us) and Brant & Associates, P.C.

Termination of Agreement

This Agreement shall automatically terminate upon the receipt of the Client’s Discharge Order.   Attorney may withdraw from the case in the event that the Client fails to fully assist or cooperate with the Attorney, fails to inform of change of address, or if the Attorney determines that continuing to provide services would be unethical or impractical.   Client may terminate Attorney’s representation for any reason at any time.    Attorney shall still be entitled to collect all legal fees and expenses incurred prior to Attorney’s withdrawal.  
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Understanding of Terms

I (We) have read this Agreement and understand its terms.  I (We) agree to the terms of the Agreement, as evidenced by my/our signature(s) set forth below.  I (We) recognize that Brant & Associates, P.C. can make no guarantee as to any particular result other than to engage in its best efforts.

Date: 
___________________________
By:_______________________________

Date: 
___________________________
By:_______________________________

Date: 
___________________________
By:_______________________________


